Regional distribution of immunoreactive endothelin in porcine tissue: abundance in inner medulla of kidney.
A specific and sensitive radioimmunoassay for endothelin has been developed. Half maximal inhibition of binding of radioiodinated endothelin was observed at 37 pg/tube and endothelin was detectable as low as 1 pg/tube. With this assay, the regional distribution of endothelin was determined in porcine tissue. The highest concentration of immunoreactive endothelin was observed in inner medulla of kidney (6.2 +/- 1.1 pg/mg wet weight), while the concentration in kidney cortex was very low. Immunoreactive endothelin was also found in lung in relatively high concentration. The immunoreactive endothelin in porcine lung and inner medulla of kidney was further characterized by reverse phase high performance liquid chromatography combined with radioimmunoassay.